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Letter from the President and Board Chair 1

It has been a wonder-filled year. 

Our magic quotient of “wonder” reached new heights during 

this fiscal year, with extraordinary growth in attendance 

and new commitments to serve our communities, teachers 

and students to inspire their dreams for the future.

It was a busy year with big milestones! We welcomed 

the millionth visitor to Discovery Place Kids-Huntersville 

and celebrated an overall attendance of more than 828,000 visitors 

throughout our Museums. We premiered the first ever Charlotte Mini 

Maker Faire in October and STEMlympics in April. The Prism Society 

launched with the first Science and Society Lecture in the spring and 

has provided other unique experiences for donors and friends.  

We also expanded our impact by entering fragile neighborhoods such as 

Renaissance West to begin new pop-up initiatives in “making” and engineering. 

We launched educational programs with Latino families and 

strengthened relationships with families of special needs children. 

And our Welcome program continued to grow with 44,000 visitors 

with limited incomes visiting our Museums for just one dollar.

Our Museums bustle with a vitality that sparks creativity and curiosity 

from our audiences and communities. Whether it is serving as the 

distribution site for fresh fruits and vegetables and providing education 

about good nutrition at Discovery Place Kids-Rockingham or the annual 

tradition of Groundhog Day with Queen Charlotte at Discovery Place 

Nature, we create wonder-filled moments for young and old.

The support of local families, businesses and foundations along with the strong 

leadership of our Board of Trustees and staff make it possible to deliver our 

mission as the needs of our communities change. Thank you for helping us to 

bring wonder to hundreds of thousands of citizens and visitors each year.

Yours with gratitude in service,

Catherine Wilson Horne

President & CEO

Dianne Chipps Bailey

Chair, Board of Trustees

From the President 
and Board Chair

Our Mission
We inspire curious thinkers to discover 

the wonders of science, technology and nature.

Our Vision
We aspire to be at the forefront of transforming the way science, 

technology and nature are explored and learned to inspire dreams, 

raise aspirations and motivate people of all ages to develop a lifelong love of learning.

discoveryplace.org
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Discovery Place expanded its commitment to innovation, experimentation and 
creativity through investments in “make.”  A combination of DIY, design, engineering 

and invention, “making” is a cultural movement that celebrates hands-on creation and imaginative 

tinkering to solve problems and advance thinking.

The highlight of the year was the first annual Charlotte Mini Maker Faire on October 10.  Part 

science fair, part county fair and part something entirely new, the Charlotte Mini Maker Faire was 

an all-ages gathering of crafters, educators, tech enthusiasts, hobbyists, engineers, science clubs, 

authors, artists, designers, students, performers and exhibitors, all coming together to showcase 

what they have made and to share what they have learned. More than 3,000 guests braved the 

rainy fall weather to join the 70 exhibitors featured throughout Discovery Place Science.

All through the year, families of all ages joined Discovery Place Science educators for free Innovate 

301 workshops that helped introduce the community to the maker initiative. Participants worked to 

build Diddley Bows, create masks from recycled items, learn to quill or produce 3D-printed models.  

Looking toward the future, planning began for the new Thinker Space, a hands-on lab dedicated to 

design thinking, and a new generation of Think It Up, the Museum’s popular innovation exhibition. 

These new experiences will allow visitors to tinker, test and try their hands at “making.” l

CLT Made

828,053
Total Visitors

181,415
Students

43,738
Welcome Visitors

16,895 
Adults at  

Science on the Rocks

9,729 
Member Households

Wonder
Works
By the Numbers

Jonathan Foxx 
From tinkerer to techie

Wonderers

Growing up near the Coulwood 

neighborhood in west Charlotte, 

Jonathon Foxx was a “regular” 

at Discovery Place Science 

and Discovery Place Nature. 

As a homeschool student, 

the Museums provided 

opportunities to get hands-on 

with science in a way that 

wasn’t possible at home. His 

mother, a history teacher by 

training, quickly saw Jonathan’s 

energy rise when he could tinker 

with the real tools of science 

and connect with other kids 

who shared his passions.  

“I was a ‘maker’ in the late 

1990s,” said Jonathan, “even 

before there was a name for 

it.” At his mother’s behest, 

Jonathan enrolled in Discovery 

Place’s teen volunteer program, 

and he soon was hired for a 

part-time position. 

 

The proverbial light bulb flicked 

on one day as Jonathan played 

in the Museum’s supermarket 

exhibit with the bar code 

scanner. Suddenly, he saw how 

computers could do some of the 

tasks that people had previously 

done. So, it’s not surprising that 

when Jonathan entered college, 

he pursued a degree  

in computer science. 

 

He never left Discovery 

Place though, continuing his 

engagement with the Museum. 

Upon graduating from Central 

Piedmont Community College, 

Jonathan joined the Public 

Programs team full time and 

waited for an opportunity in 

Information Technology. In 

2006, Jonathan became a 

technician in Discovery  

Place’s small IT group. 

 

Now, 10 years later, Jonathan is 

Director, IT for Discovery Place, 

responsible for the technology 

operations at five distinct sites 

plus the technical infrastructure 

of the visitor experience at all  

of our Museums. 

“Discovery Place was pivotal in my life. I got to see 

and understand science in ways I couldn’t do at home. 

I’d tackle a problem and figure it out. And there’d be 

that Aha! and I felt like I learned it myself,” Jonathan 

reflected. “It prepared me for the future.”
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As Discovery Place Nature prepared to celebrate its 70th 

birthday in 2016, we entered a master planning process to 

imagine a new future for the Museum. Previously known 

as Charlotte Nature Museum and the Children’s Nature 

Museum, Discovery Place Nature was one of the first 

hands-on science and nature museums in the Southeast.

Sitting on an 8-acre forested campus in the heart of 

Charlotte, Discovery Place Nature is adjacent to Freedom 

Park, a natural jewel in the Charlotte landscape. The 

new master plan contemplates a future for the Museum 

that is more connected to the park, offering educational 

experiences in the natural world that invite visitors in. 

The facility will offer live animal encounters, hands-on 

labs, outdoor play experiences and opportunities to 

develop deeper appreciation for the natural world.

Discovery Place Nature has long been a successful public-

private partnership with Mecklenburg County. Planning 

together, we will explore ways to expand educational 

opportunities for Charlotteans through a reimagined  

Museum experience.  l

The Discovery Place Science labs have been 
growing in popularity since these hands-on spaces 
were introduced more than five years ago. Serving 

both as a location for the public to explore topical science 

and as a resource for schools to use real tools of science in 

curriculum-based programs, the Museum’s three Explore 

More lab spaces have become overflowing hubs of activity.

Planning began this year to add two new lab spaces and 

accompanying exhibitry to the Museum experience – one 

will focus on human health and biomedical science, and one 

will focus on design thinking and making. The renovation 

work will convert Level 3 of the Museum into permanent 

exhibition and lab space, opening it up for general public use. 

Renovation work began in mid-2016 and will conclude in 2017.

Through the generous support of the City of Charlotte 

as the lead funder, these two new areas will provide 

our schools and community with new opportunities to 

explore current topics in science and to experiment 

with sophisticated new tools from 3D printers to laser 

cutters and from stem cells to imaging techniques.  l

A laid-back easy vibe 

nestled under sprawling 

canopied trees near 

Freedom Park….  

We enjoyed the 

diversity of live animals 

in unique habitat 

enclosures, and 

especially the freedom 

of the backyard  

play area! Logs 

were hauled, roads 

constructed, and fairies 

wooed with music 

derived from utensils 

while others rested in 

the teepee or defended 

everyone from behind 

the fortress screen. 

Butterflies danced as 

the non-caged dove 

cooed a gentle song.  

It was perfect.   

– Ashley Kean 

Discovery Place Nature

Master Plan

Building Our Future

Words of
Wonder
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Jamie Decker was raised in 

Monroe watching as her dad, a 

body shop owner, ran a small 

business. Regular school trips to 

Discovery Place Science were a 

treasured part of her childhood 

and fueled an inner passion for 

science. 

 

When Jamie left for college, 

she thought she would follow 

her dad and pursue a career in 

business. But no matter what 

she tried, always percolating 

in her mind was the Gunther 

von Hagens’ BODY WORLDS 

exhibition she had recently seen 

at Discovery Place Science.  

She was fascinated to see 

how the body works and to 

understand how the dead can 

help the living. Finally, one 

day in a conversation with her 

mother, Jamie admitted that she 

finally knew what got her heart 

beating… it was studying bodies 

that had no heart beating. 

 

Jamie changed colleges and 

career course to earn a degree 

in funerary science. Along the 

way, she never forgot her BODY 

WORLDS inspiration. Just before 

graduation, Jamie flew to Ohio 

to participate in an international 

conference on Plastination 

where she finally met Dr. von 

Hagens in person. Impressed 

with her enthusiasm, von 

Hagens invited Jamie to his lab 

in Germany for a three-month 

internship. She continued to 

work with von Hagens on and 

off for the next year and then 

moved to Virginia to become 

the anatomy lab supervisor at 

Eastern Virginia Medical School 

where she oversaw the school’s 

body donation program and 

cadaver lab training. 

 

Today Jamie is an anatomy 

instructor at Central 

Piedmont Community College, 

bringing her international 

experience to students in 

the Charlotte community. 

Jamie Decker 
From business analysis to body anatomist

From November through May, visitors to Discovery Place Science had the 
opportunity to take a look inside their bodies through the newest BODY WORLDS 
exhibition. Using the unique process of plastination where real human bodies are preserved 

and displayed, BODY WORLDS & The Cycle of Life, presented by Novant Health, helped visitors 

appreciate the extraordinary complexity of their bodies and understand what they can do to stay 

healthy.

In the seven years since the Museum showcased the original BODY WORLDS – the most highly-

attended exhibition in Discovery Place history – our individual life cycles have advanced and 

different health concerns have surfaced. Responding to the need for insights into their own 

well-being, more than 90,000 visitors attended the experience and reflected on their own health.  

Visitors remarked, “it helped clarify how important it is to eat and exercise properly,” “it taught me a 

lot about the aging process,” and “seeing the healthy vs. unhealthy samples gave me an idea of how 

to course-correct.”

Through special programs including Body Flow Yoga, Mindful Meditation and Figure Drawing, 

participants had unique opportunities to contemplate their health in the context of both the human 

body and spirit. Additional wellness programs offered in partnership with Novant Health included a 

Hearth Health Day and opportunities to Ask the Doctor about weight loss and neurological health.  l

A Look Inside

4,731,343
Website Pageviews

1,083,628
Website Visitors

25,175
Facebook Followers

12,800
Twitter Followers

3,812
Instagram Followers

Wonder
Works
By the Numbers

90,112 
BODY WORLDS Visitors

Wonderers

“As a kid, I saw cool people doing science at Discovery 

Place and that ignited my interest. And then the 

Museum fostered my education through adulthood,” 

Jamie noted. “I’m positive that I wouldn’t be doing 

what I am today if it wasn’t for Discovery Place.”

Wonderment 7
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What’s the best present to give a five year 
old? Why, a million visitors, of course! While 

celebrating its fifth year since opening, Discovery Place 

Kids-Huntersville welcomed its one-millionth visitor.  

Yolanda Zheng, age 3, and her parents, Jiangxia Sun and Yuan 

Qin Zheng of Charlotte, were the lucky visitors that arrived 

on May 31 to find themselves becoming part of the Museum’s 

history. Discovery Place Kids staff surprised the family with 

applause, confetti and balloons as they entered the Museum. 

Yolanda was presented with a special prize package to mark 

the occasion, including a one-year Family Membership to 

Discovery Place Kids. The Museum’s mascot, Can Can, then 

gathered everyone for a commemorative group photo.

“We are so lucky!” said mom Jiangxia Sun. “This is our first 

time visiting the Museum with our daughter, Yolanda. We 

were so surprised when we walked in to all the excitement. 

We can’t wait to share this with all of our friends and family.” 

Since opening its doors in October 2010, Discovery 

Place Kids-Huntersville has seen over 70,000 students 

from schools, conducted over 2,200 birthday parties, 

taught nearly 700 school classes and currently 

serves nearly 5,000 Member households.   l

Ever wonder what the future holds? Or how science will 

help to determine that future? Welcome to Science + 

Society, Discovery Place’s new speaker series that explores 

topical world issues through the lens of science. Speakers 

will be invited from the worlds of academia, business, 

politics, research, medicine and more to share their 

thoughts on our current lives and future possibilities.

The inaugural Science + Society event took place in April 

and featured Dr. Rob Dunn, biologist, writer and professor 

at NC State University. Through stories, pictures and 

humorous anecdotes, Dr. Dunn demonstrated that most 

of what we assume is known is really totally unknown. He 

encouraged participants to probe the seemingly familiar, ask 

questions and look harder to find solutions to some of our 

most vexing problems, particularly in the field of health.

Dr. Dunn’s lecture also served as the kick-off event for The 

Prism Society, Discovery Place’s new donor society designed 

to engage the organization’s most loyal patrons. Members 

of The Prism Society are invited to participate in lectures, 

conversations, opening night celebrations, behind-the-scenes 

tours and other opportunities to explore the wonders of 

science, technology and nature. Contributions from The 

Prism Society provide vital support for the Museums’ 

programs and services throughout the community.  l

Milestones

Looking Glass

My son who has sensory 

processing disorder 

and Asperger’s loved it. 

I don’t think he had a 

favorite part because  

he was too busy trying 

to get it all in and 

explore everything.   

–Kat Blanchard 

Discovery Place Kids-

Huntsersville 

I grew up going to 

Discovery Place….  

And I still have just as 

much fun going there 

as an adult with my 

children as I did  

when I was a child.   

– Megan Andrade 

Discovery Place Science 

 

 

I go to Science on the 

Rocks quite a bit and 

it’s amazing! You can tell 

the staff there is excited 

about science, and 

going to see science in 

action is always a treat.”  

-Angel Roberts 

Discovery Place Science

Words of
Wonder
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In December, Discovery Place launched a new initiative 

to serve Charlotte’s growing Latino community. Made 

possible, in part, by a grant from the Institute for Museum 

and Library Sciences, the Juntos Ahora (Together Now) 

program brings together Latin American advocacy 

groups, community leaders and neighborhood schools 

with Discovery Place to help bridge the cultural and 

linguistic gaps between the Latino community and 

the STEM resources that Discovery Place provides.

The two-year initiative is engaging Charlotte’s South 

Boulevard Latino communities and introducing 

them to Museum experiences, STEM programming 

and youth development opportunities.  

Programming occurs weekly at neighborhood 

supermarkets and schools. Activities include Random 

Acts of Science, monthly STEM programs for families, 

weeklong Summer Camps and annual family nights at 

Discovery Place Science. Discovery Place also brings 

science to the community through pop-up booths at 

events hosted by the Latin American Coalition and 

other community organizations. In addition, Discovery 

Place is partnering with the Mayor’s Youth Employment 

Program to help expand the Museum’s internship 

program by training Spanish-speaking teens to deliver 

wonder moments to the Latino community.  l

Kristian Ring attended his 

first Discovery Place Science 

summer camp at the age of 

five and soon Museum camps 

became a natural and cherished 

part of his summers. He vividly 

remembers the Junior Surgeon 

camp where he got to perform 

a fetal pig dissection. “It was 

just so cool as a 10 year old 

to be given that opportunity,” 

Kristian recalls. “It really got me 

grounded in science as a kid.” 

 

As Kristian moved through 

middle and high school, he 

became more deeply involved 

with Discovery Place Science, 

first as a Sci Teen and then in 

his first paying job in the IMAX 

Dome Theatre and doing public 

programs. It was his first taste 

of teaching and having the  

chance to communicate 

knowledge to other people.  

It lit a small fire within.  

 

At the same time, a passion 

for music also burned within 

Kristian, and he left for college 

to pursue the cello. While 

earning his bachelor of music 

at the University of South 

Carolina and master’s degree 

at the University of Wisconsin-

Milwaukee, Kristian continued 

to teach. Upon graduation 

he joined the faculty of the 

Wisconsin Conservatory of 

Music. “In many ways, it was 

the Discovery Place of music,” 

he said. 

 

While continuing to teach and 

perform, Kristian has set out 

again to learn more himself. 

Today he is on the road to 

becoming a physical therapist 

where he can marry his love 

of sharing knowledge with his 

long-time interest in anatomy 

and biological science, dating 

all the way back to that Junior 

Surgeon camp.

Kristian Ring 
From teacher to learner

357
Volunteers 

16,187
Volunteer Hours

1,187
Outreach Programs 

2,908
Educators at DPES

1,199
Classes Taught 

(all Museums)

805
Birthday Parties

178
Camps

As it entered its second full year of operations, Discovery Place Education 
Studio (DPES) at Bank of America STEM Center for Career Development also 
entered into a deep partnership with Cabarrus County Schools to help their 
educators become more effective and innovative teachers of STEM.
Working with four Cabarrus County Schools, DPES educators launched an intensive professional 

development sequence focused on problem-based learning (PBL). Educators from the selected 

elementary, middle and high schools attended sessions at DPES to learn this form of instruction 

where content is taught as students seek solutions to real-world problems.  The educators then 

used their new pedagogical skills to develop PBL units for their particular classrooms. DPES 

educators supported the teachers through grade-level specific coaching and workshops to model 

PBL. At the end of the process, the educators participated in an Innovative Teacher Showcase, 

demonstrating their projects and outcomes to colleagues, students and administrators as well as 

other schools in and around Cabarrus County.

The results for Cabarrus County were so successful that the school system expanded the 

partnership for the upcoming school year. “After coming to Discovery Place Education Studio, our 

teachers are super engaged and they’re excited about STEM instruction…and that energy filters 

through our school system and through our school buildings and it goes directly to the kids,” said 

Brenda Eason, K-12 STEM Director for Cabarrus County Schools.

The program demonstrates the kind of ongoing relationship that DPES is seeking to build with 

schools throughout the Carolinas. “When you think about how we can make an impact on the 

whole school, it takes a partnership of this magnitude to truly develop a sustainable culture of 

STEM learning,” said Kellen Nixon, Director, Discovery Place Education Studio. “Cabarrus County 

understands that.”  l

True Partners

Ciencia para Todos

Wonder
Works
By the Numbers

Wonderers

“I loved being engaged with learning at such a 

young age. Over time, that immersion gave me the 

confidence to explain to others what I’d learned 

myself,” Kristian reflected. “I got to know the people 

teaching me and developed lasting relationships. They 

became important mentors in my life.”



Strong 

One of the top hands-on science museums in the nation and 

the best-attended cultural attraction in Charlotte, Discovery 

Place Science provides ever-changing experiences that help 

visitors of all ages understand their world through the lens of 

science.

The year began on a high note, as Guitar: The Instrument that 

Rocked the World, made our summer rock and roll. When 

we discovered that someone stole the exhibition’s air guitar, 

it kicked off a social media frenzy that brought together 

cultural partners, restaurants, businesses and individuals, 

soon reaching more than one million people. In November, 

BODY WORLDS & The Cycle of Life opened, giving visitors 

an opportunity to see the human body in all its stages across 

the arc of aging. As the year came to an end, Beyond Rubik’s 

Cube highlighted the world’s most famous puzzle and invited 

visitors to test their skills against robots and kid “cubers.”  

Meanwhile, Discovery Place Science joined the national 

celebration of our park system with National Parks Adventure 

in the IMAX® Dome Theatre where filmgoers were immersed 

in these natural wonderlands through the magic of IMAX. 

Young adults continued to party and play at monthly Science 

on the Rocks events. With themes from Back to School to 

Fright at the Museum to Summer Camp, nearly 17,000 adult 

visitors ate bugs, dressed in costumes, went on scavenger 

hunts and were inspired by science.

Out in the community, Discovery Place Science educators 

brought pop-up make programs to fragile neighborhoods and 

encouraged local children to tinker, test and try their hand at 

building something new. Our team continued its Get Ready 

With Words partnership with Charlotte-Mecklenburg Library 

and Community School of the Arts to help preschool children 

build vocabulary in the local Grier Heights and Montclair 

South communities.

Formerly known as Charlotte Nature Museum, Discovery 

Place Nature is the original Museum of the Discovery 

Place family, founded 70 years ago in 1946. Since its 

inception, the Museum has been dedicated to providing 

hands-on experiences and programming that encourage 

visitors to discover the wonders of nature and develop 

an appreciation and understanding of the natural world.

This year, Discovery Place Nature expanded programming 

efforts aimed at getting visitors of all ages outside and into 

the natural world. Envirocaching encouraged participants to 

use GPS devices on a scavenger hunt for natural features 

such as tree cavities, nesting sites, wildflowers and more. 

Citizen Science projects involved visitors in real science 

observation including investigations of native pollinators, 

ant diversity, star parties and frog population counts. Bird 

Walks and Nature Walks invited participants to explore 

the local flora, fauna and wildlife that live in and around 

the grounds of the Museum and adjacent park. At the 

end of the year, the Museum celebrated Farm Day with 

more than 1,100 guests who got up close to piglets, baby 

chicks, goats, sheep, bunnies and more while learning 

about organic farming and locally-sourced produce.

The Museum’s new Naturalist Lab, which opened in 

June, helps prepare guests for their time in nature 

by encouraging the powers of observation through 

programs and hands-on activities. The lab showcases 

the Museum’s native wildlife collection while educating 

visitors on methods of observation, from binoculars 

to a Wentz scope to new digital displays. 

Our Museums Our Museums12 13



The first Discovery Place Kids museum in the Discovery 

Place family celebrated its fifth birthday and welcomed its 

one millionth guest this year. A community-based Museum 

committed to encouraging children to ask questions, 

build skills and cultivate new ideas, Discovery Place Kids-

Huntersville sets the stage for a lifelong love of learning.

The Museum continued to make connections with new 

audiences and reinforce its value as a resource for the 

North Mecklenburg community. The year began with the 

second annual Countdown to Kindergarten, a free event 

that celebrates a child’s entry into formal education.  

More than 25 community partners came together to 

provide information and activities for children and parents, 

including Charlotte-Mecklenburg Schools, Girl Scouts,  

local health professionals, performing arts organizations 

and more.

Discovery Place Kids formed a new partnership with 

TrustedParents.org, a group that provides support to 

families of children with disabilities, where families used the 

facility for after-hours meetings and their children enjoyed 

the Museum with the help of volunteers.  Separately, the 

Museum began a partnership with the Girl Scouts to host 

Daisy Discovery Days, a STEM-filled experience for the 

youngest scouts.

Families in the North Mecklenburg community benefitted 

from the generosity of the Peninsula Community 

Foundation. A grant provided funding for families in need 

to become Members and participate in Summer Camps 

while students from Title 1 schools in the community visited 

on field trips.

Located in the North Carolina Sandhills, Discovery Place 

Kids-Rockingham provides a family-friendly environment 

that nurtures curiosity and encourages exploration through 

play.  Through activities that build foundational skills in math, 

early literacy and science, children gain confidence, learn 

to take risks and develop an enduring passion for learning.

Throughout the year, the Museum helped children to 

visualize their futures through special programs and 

community partnerships.  At the second annual Countdown 

to Kindergarten event, families of rising kindergartners 

were invited to a free evening at the Museum to celebrate 

their child’s big first day of school.  More than 100 local 

families joined Richmond County Schools, Leath Memorial 

Library, The Purcell Clinic and Sandhills Farm to Table 

to get familiar with school routines and research local 

resources. At the I CAN Be Anything Fair, community 

partners helped children learn about careers in health 

care, law enforcement, architecture, automotive and 

more. After a season of books, the Richmond County 

Libraries hosted their Summer Reading Finale at the 

Museum where more than 600 families celebrated the 

building of good reading habits that will last a lifetime.

The Museum also opened its doors to all members of the 

community to participate in special events and activities. 

During Elementary School Family Nights, families from the 

Richmond County Schools were encouraged to support 

their children’s learning by enjoying the Museum at a 

discounted price. The Museum celebrated its third birthday 

with a day of free admission and more than 1,100 visitors 

attended. In the spring, more than 200 runners participated 

in the second annual Run for the Ribbons, which benefitted 

Discovery Place Kids-Rockingham and the Foundation of 

FirstHealth. Upon completion of the race, families spent the 

day at the Museum and at Rockingham’s first SpringFest.

Our Museums Our Museums14 15
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Unrestricted Operations Revenue

$17,318,743
Unrestricted Operations Expenditures 

$16,232,361

l Admission and Programs

l Membership 

l Other Earned Revenue

l Arts & Science Council

l Other Contributions

l Net Assets Released from Restrictions

l Government Support  

       (includes City of Charlotte Renovation Support)

l Government Commitment for Buildings/Services

l Government Awards

l Exhibits and Theatres

l Programs and Collections

l Guest Services and Amenities

l Marketing and Communications

l Management and General

l Advancement

23%

33%

10%

12% 20%

2%

16%

39%

19%
8%

8%

5%

17%

2%

5%

*Does not include temporarily 
restricted contributions $247,883

*Does not include depreciation $3,588,389

Attendance
Discovery Place Science   485,312  

Discovery Place Nature   71,894 

Discovery Place Kids-Huntersville   177,962 

Discovery Place Kids-Rockingham  32,781  

Outreach & Other Offsite Programs  60,104

Total Attendance    828,053 

Membership
Member Households   9,729 

Volunteers & Staff
Full Time Staff    116 

Part Time Staff    78

Volunteers    357

Total Staff & Volunteers   551 

Museum Space (sq. feet)
Discovery Place Science   180,500 

Discovery Place Nature   14,000 

Discovery Place Kids-Huntersville  24,500 

Discovery Place Kids-Rockingham  17,300

Financials July 1, 2015 - June 30, 2016
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$1,000,000 + 

City of Charlotte

$500,000 - $999,999

Arts & Science Council

Town of Huntersville

$100,000 - $499,999

Bank of America 

City of Rockingham 

Grassroots Science  
Museums Collaborative

Institute of Museum  
and Library Services

The Leon Levine Foundation

Novant Health

PNC Foundation

Richmond County

$50,000 - $99,999

American Airlines

Burroughs Wellcome Fund

Carrie B. DeWitt  
Family Foundation

John S. and James L.  
Knight Foundation Donor 
Advised Fund

Publix Supermarket Charities

Reemprise Fund

$25,000 - $49,999

Appalachian State University

Clariant Corporation

Emery Wister Endowment 
Fund

Flex Foundation

Foundation for the Carolinas

Google Fiber

Mecklenburg County

OrthoCarolina

Sean and Andrea Smith  
Family Fund

Time Warner Cable

Unimin Corporation

UTC Aerospace Systems

$10,000 - $24,999

BASF

Bosch Community Fund

Freida & Hugh Cathey

CBRE Group, Inc.

Daimler Trucks North America

Fifth Third Foundation

The Foundation of FirstHealth

Lynette & Bill Morrissett

Ruth & Victor Perreault

Katherine & Paul Rutledge

$5,000 - $9,999

Association of Science- 
Technology Centers  
Incorporated

AXA Foundation

Mr. Irwin Belk

Joan & Russell Bennett 

BlackArch Partners

BlueCross BlueShield of 
North Carolina

Café Enterprises, Inc.

Tracey & Rich Campbell

Christ Episcopal Church

City of Hamlet 

CorTek, Inc.

Susan & Dave Davis 

Amy & Alfred Dawson

Delco Transport, Inc. 

Dieffenbach GM Superstore 

Duke Energy

Ellerbe Telephone Company 

FATZ

Leah & Martin Foley

Martha Gandy 

Cindy & Ken Goodman 

Griffin Automotive Group

Susan & Bob Hambright

Hudson Paving, Inc.

Jane & Luther Lockwood

Lowe’s

Linda & James McLester 

Michele Moloney &  
Robert Ingraham

NC Department of  
Transportation

The Optometric Offices of 
Carlyle Dukes Haywood

The Peninsula Community 
Foundation

Nicole & Chris Perri

Dale & Larry Polsky 

Claudia & Kenneth Robinette 

Shurtape

SLIP Management, Inc. 

Southern Builders, Inc. 

Thomas H. and Mary Hadley 
Connor Leath Foundation 

Trinity Manufacturing, Inc.

von Drehle Private  
Foundation

Vulcan Materials Company

$2,500 - $4,999

Dianne & Brian Bailey

Joclyn & John Balanda

Margot & Charles Brinley

C.W. and Catherine Gilchrist  
Endowment Fund

Sharon & Leibert Danielson

Kathy & Pat Dean

Brittany & David Dixon

Marcy & Fred Dumas

We gratefully acknowledge these individuals, foundations, organizations and corporations  
who made a donation to Discovery Place between July 1, 2015 and June 30, 2016.

Deanna & Jonathan Dycus

Gambrell Family Foundation

Heidi & Lee Fite

Catherine Wilson Horne

Kal Kardous & Marie-Claire  
Marroum-Kardous

Catherine Lamont &  
Aditya Bhasin

The Lane Construction  
Corporation

Cara & Mark McGoldrick

Donna & Gene McLaurin

Harold M. and Adeline S. 
Morrison Family Foundation

Anna & Tom Nelson

Renae & Sean O’Neil

Patricia and Phillip Frost  
Museum of Science

Mr. & Mrs. Walter S. Price

RSC Chemical Solutions

ShopBot Tools, Inc.

Stonecutter Foundation, Inc.

Anna & Troy Tozzi

UPS

$1,000 - $2,499

Andy’s Charitable  
Foundation, Inc. 

Mr. & Mrs. William B.  
Barnhardt

Big Pine Retreat, Inc.

Sarah Bordy & James Lane

Linda & Nate Bowman

Pat & Cary Campbell

Charlotte Checkers  
Charitable Foundation

CliftonLarsonAllen

CommunityOne Bank 

Cooley Veterinary Hospital

Danielle & Robert Corbin

Michelle & Nelson Cosgrove

Hilary & Martin Davidson

The Dickson Foundation, Inc. 

Cassie & Dan Driscoll

Allison & Butch Farrah 

Linda & Bill Farthing

Forbo Siegling, LLC

Four Oaks Bank

Goulston Technologies, Inc.

Ervin Gourdine

Kim & Len Haltiwanger

Cammie & Barnes  
Hauptfuhrer

Carolyn Herndon

Hood, Hargett &  
Associates, Inc.

Husqvarna

Jenkins Automotive &  
Industrial Supply, Inc. 

Kelly Katterhagen &  
Larry Nabatoff

Joan Lorden & Larry Mays

Allison & Stuart Malter

The Marc and Mattye  
Silverman Family Foundation

Ashley & Scott Mattei

Marcella & Jerry McGee

Faye McLamb &  
Bruce Clayton

Sally & Thomas Moore

Cortney & Fritz Nauck

Lindsey & Kellen Nixon

Jill & Greg Parsons

Joanie & Scott Philipp

Rock Bottom

Judy Seldin-Cohen &  
Jeff Cohen

Shea Homes

Paulette & Ronald Sherrill

Sankie & Roger Staley

Staywell Hotels, Inc.

Steelfab, Inc. 

Pat & John Stewart

Katie & Derik Swanson

Stephanie Taylor

Temple University of  
the Commonwealth

Town of Dobbins Heights 

Walmart Store #1010

Witherspoon Heating & 
Cooling 

Velva & Tom Woollen

Mary & Tom Zweng

Thank You
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We wonder. Do you?


